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2017/2018 Executive Committee 

 

Left to Right:  

Lilian de Mello - Social Secretary; Aggie D’Mello – Treasurer;  

Ruby Moraes – Communications; Norman da Costa – Vice President 

Lydia Nazareth – President; Tony Braganza – Committee Member 

Leslie de Souza – General Secretary; Romeo D’Souza – Asst. Communications 

Ida Gomes – Asst Social Secretary; John D’Souza – Committee Member 

Absent: Samson Santimano – Cultural Secretary  

  



 

55 PGA – PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR 2018 
 
Reflecting on the past year of this journey that I undertook to serve the community, I feel a sense of 
accomplishment.  I had previously been approached to take on the role of President of the 55 PGA, but at that 
time I felt that I was not ready.  In January of 2018, I was blessed to be given the opportunity to retire early 
and this is what prompted me to accept the role.  I was also very lucky that some of the previous committee 
members agreed to stay on as I faced the challenge head on.  With the experience and knowledge that the 
committee brought to the table, we were able to host some very successful events. 
 
Our year commenced in June with the first-ever “Bunco Night”, which at first seemed a little chaotic, but once 
the members got the hang of the game everyone had a ball. We got a lot of positive feedback from members 
who played the game. One wondered how we were going to pull it off, but this was made possible due to the 
hard work and dedication of the executive committee. 
 
With the onset of summer, the July “Summer Fling” kicked into full gear. It was well attended and a good time 
was had by all.  Members were encouraged to dress up in costumes to present a “carnival-like atmosphere.” 
Prizes for the best dressed male and female were presented. 
 
August presented a challenge with numbers, due to vacations.  The “Grand River Cruise,’’ was a huge hit as 
our sister organization TEGSA from the East end joined us.  Both organizations received positive feedback from 
their members and TESGA is looking forward to the next combined event. 
 
In September, our very talented Cultural Secretary Samson Santimano directed and acted in a Konkani Play 
titled “Ekech Rati" (only one night) and "Ragan Kazar, Mogan Divorce" to a sold-out audience.  The event 
also provided the opportunity for our local caterers to sell authentic Goan cuisine.  The show was so popular 
that they were invited to perform for our sister organization TEGSA. 
 
October brought us to “East Meets West”, which once again was well attended.  Members were entertained 
by DJ Denis, featuring Valerie Concessio and the “Have a Heart Club Dancers.” They performed several dances 
that kept the crowd on their feet. 
 
Due to multiple community events clashing, we held the ever-popular whist “HalloWhist Drive” on November 
4th as a post-Halloween event.  These whist drives have proved extremely popular. 
 
The curtain came down on the year with our grand “Winter Wonder” (Christmas Dance) at the Renaissance by 
the Creek.  The event started with cocktails in the foyer and our carolers directed by Delfine Da Costa were 
accompanied by band leader Bosco Fernandes of “Night Fever” who had our members rocking all night. 
 
My sincere thanks and gratitude go to the Executive Committee: 
Norman Da Costa, Vice-President: who has served as President and Vice-President in years past and whose 
service to the community goes even beyond the 55PGA, has helped and guided us down the right path.  He 
was instrumental in co-ordinating and running the Christmas dance and soliciting sponsors for the Christmas 
Carol brochure which generated substantial income. 
 
Leslie de Souza, General Secretary: who has held this position for many years and continues to go above and 
beyond to ensure that all the records are meticulously maintained.  She works tirelessly and never hesitates to 
offer her assistance where ever and whenever needed. 



 

 
Aggie D’Mello, Treasurer: who holds a tight rein of the association’s finances and maintains excellent records 
and ensures that all reports for our functions are in order. 
 
Lilian De Mello, Social Secretary: who successfully delivered enjoyable and sold-out events. Unfortunately, 
she had to step down due to personal reasons. 
 
Ruby Moraes, Communications Director: is very organized, methodical. She was instrumental in testing and 
introducing a new email delivery system that has assisted us in ensuring all members now receive all 55 PGA 
communication on the same day, as opposed to the previous method which was time consuming and tedious. 
 
Samson Santimano, Cultural Secretary: who never fails to put on very entertaining Konkani performances.  He 
is a crowd pleaser. 
 
Tony Braganza, Member: this gentle, quiet and soft-spoken man works tirelessly behind the scenes. 
 
John D’Souza, Member: founder member of 55 PGA was very active in community work and participated in 
many social organizations.  He was always willing to step in and help wherever he was needed.  His passing is 
going to leave a huge void in our committee and the community as a whole.  He will be missed dearly. 
 
Romeo D`Souza, Assistant Communications Director: his many years of service to the association have been 
unquestionable and commendable.  He continues to assist with taking photos at events and posting them on 
the website throughout the year and assists when requested. 
 
Ida Gomes, Assistant Social Secretary:  Ida loves working behind the scenes and seldom wants any 
recognition. She is never fazed by the work involved and always delivers. 
 
At this time, I would also like to acknowledge Alcino Rodrigues and Alvito Fernandes for their time as 
auditors.  I also want to thank Rudi Rodrigues and his wife Christine for assisting the committee during the 
year.   A tip of the hat goes to Neville Arnold for stepping in as our master of ceremonies at some of the 
events. 
 
Lastly, but surely not the least, my thanks go out to Aloysius Mathias and Juliet Rebello for attending various 
meetings relating to seniors within the City of Mississauga.  They keep us apprised of all changes that would 
affect the 55PGA. 
 
Finally, on behalf of my Executive Committee, I wish to take this opportunity of thanking you, the membership 
as a whole, for your support all through 2018 and look forward to your continued participation in 2019.  We 
welcome your feedback and ideas to assist us in attempting to serve you better. 
 
Lydia Nazareth – President 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


