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2016/2017 Executive Committee. 

Left to Right: Romeo D’Souza, Communications: Paul Menezes, Committee Member: 

Leslie de Souza, General Secretary: Osbert Remedios, President: Norman Da Costa, Vice President: 

Ruth Remedios, Social Secretary: Aggie D’Mello Treasurer: Samson Santimano, Cultural Secretary. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2018 

As I come to the end of my two year tenure and reflect on what this club has achieved, I am satisfied that, in 

spite of a personal setback, I endeavored to do my best to maintain the ideals that this fine club stands for. This, 

however, was not achieved on my own, as I was blessed to have been surrounded with an understanding, 

competent and dedicated committee, that enabled me to serve the membership to the best of my ability. 

Over the past year this committee has made it a priority to maintain the slogan “Give back to the Membership”  

and as you all well know, this initiative stems back to that last AGM, when several members suggested that we 

should dip into our existing funds to the benefit of the membership. I am pleased to report that we have listened; 

and as the financial report reflects, we maintained and ran every event at the same levels as in previous years, 

much and below our actual costs. As a result every event was run at a deficit and the membership was the 

winner. 

We opened the year‟s events with our famous “Fish Curry Night”. Unfortunately I was unable to attend due to 

the surgery I had just undergone, but not surprisingly, this event was instantly sold out. The members were 

entertained by „The Dees- 2
nd

. Generation” and a sumptuous buffet table overflowed with savory dishes. This 

occasion kicked off  yet another fabulous year which was followed by the  "May Flower Night”  in May with 

DJ Donald;  “ Canada 150 Year Celebration” in June with DJ Fats and with The Right Honorable Peter Fonseca 

Member of Parliament in attendance, who presented the 55PGA with a certificate of recognition for the 

celebrations;  “Down Memory Lane” was our August event with the band “Kreme Krackers” in attendance;  “A 

Trip To Agawa Canyon” was organized in  September; A Konkani Skit (& Bazaar) – “20 Vorsanim Porton 

Goem” by Samson Santimano & Group in October; and we ended the year‟s events with our ever popular 

Christmas Dance with on a high note with the band “The Dees – 2
nd

. Generation” in attendance. 

Once again I am particularly proud to say that two of the events held this year (The Trip to Agawa Canyon and 

Down Memory Lane) were held jointly with The West End Seniors. This was only made possible due to the 

efforts of President Mrs. Elma D'Souza and her hardworking Social Secretary Sara Ferrao; to both we owe our 

gratitude.  

 

 We are proud to announce the building of a new website in conjunction with our existing blog site. The new 

website, aptly named 55PGA.com has everything the former site has and more. The new site address, 

http://55pga.com, which is easy to recollect and can be readily typed into your browser, although it is 

recommended that the site be “bookmarked”, or put in the “favorites‟ folder for easy access. The new site was 

skillfully crafted with the knowledgeable and much appreciated assistance of Ruby Moraes, a 55PGA member, 

who responded to a request to the membership for support with this new venture. Her past experience with 

websites and a reasonably priced programmer, were invaluable. Ruby and Communications Director, Romeo 

D‟Souza worked together to design and create this site. Thank you Ruby, for your tremendous help and 

guidance.  The new site is designed to showcase and record events, activities and occasions, specifically 

organized by the 55PGA executive committee. It has the latest flyers, event schedules, photographs and more. 

In addition there is a menu element entitled Community Service Links that provides paths to events that are 

organized by broadly based community groups (i.e. non 55PGA organizations). As you may wish to continue 

using the old blog Site, there is a link to it under the Events Tab. We hope you will visit the site to get 

acquainted with its content, and perhaps use it as a reference for information on planned and past events.    

Last but not least I have to thank my small but highly efficient, hardworking and dedicated executive that 

served you untiringly throughout the year. 

http://55pga.com/
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 I owe my sincere thanks and gratitude to my Vice-President Norman Da Costa whose support, knowledge 

and advice, whenever needed, helped steer me in the right direction, especially during my setback;  to our 

General Secretary Leslie De Souza whose hard work and meticulous work ethic  in keeping record of all of 

the club‟s activities should be applauded; to Aggie D’ Mello our Treasurer  who yet again maintained the 

clubs financial activities to the satisfaction of our auditors; to our Social Secretary Ruth Remedios whose 

untiring efforts to boost our membership and working behind the scenes to provide first rate events was 

priceless; to  Romeo D’Souza our Communications Director for providing and keeping our membership 

updated with the latest news including the 55PGA website. Behind this unassuming character lies a wealth of 

knowledge of the club's activities, his patience and promptness is very much appreciated; to 

Samson Santimano, our Cultural Secretary, whose efforts in providing  Konkani performances and 

skits  have delighted many of our members;  to  Paul Menezes,  a Member of the committee, whose 

willingness to help can always be counted upon.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank :  our auditors Alban Mascarenhas and 

Roland Francis for their help and dedication to the club‟s financial records;  Aloysius Mathias for 

representing and keeping the club informed on various issues relating to seniors within the City of Mississauga; 

Rudi and Christine Rodrigues  for their dedication to the club with help given at the Christmas dances, the 

running of very successful 'Whist Drives' and interest in promoting 'Goa Masala 2' a book still in the works; and 

to Neville Arnold for his MC services whenever asked. 

 

Lastly, on behalf of the Executive Committee, I wish to thank the membership for your support and 

participation in all of the events held during our tenure, but I cannot stop here without reiterating my message of 

last year. We need members to step forward and be part of the clubs activities, not only with your presence at 

the events but to play an active role by being part of the committee for this coming year. The club needs fresh 

blood and I believe that is the only way for our club to progress and flourish. I urge you once again to get 

involved in keeping this great club going.  

 

It has been a pleasure to serve you. 

 

Osbert Remedios - President 55PGA  
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